Language Arts 7 Course Outline
Ms. Rowe 

“The aim of English Language Arts is to enable each student to understand and appreciate language, and to use it confidently and competently in a variety of situations for communication, personal satisfaction, and learning.” (Program of Studies, pg. 3)

Alberta Program of Studies Language Arts 7 Learning Outcomes:
Students will listen, speak, read, write, view, and represent to:

1. explore thoughts, ideas, feelings, and experiences;

2. comprehend and respond personally and critically to oral, print, and other media texts;

3. manage ideas and information;

4. enhance the clarity and artistry of communication/create;

5. respect, support, and collaborate with others.
Resources:  Sightlines 7, “What in the World” Monthly Current Events Activities. Genres to include: short story, novel, media, poetry, film, essay, visual, music
Novel Studies: Peak, Touching Spirit Bear
Skill Development: 

· sentence and paragraph organization
· vocabulary: understanding and use in writing
· organization of written work, including an introduction to essay format
· effective grammar and punctuation use in written work
· information collection / research strategies

· presentation / public speaking

· reading comprehension strategies
· study strategies and personal materials organization strategies
Activities and Assignments over the course of the year: 

· Individual, small group, and class work
· Regular and purposeful reading (silent and aloud)
· Buddy-reading with elementary students

· Written work of varying length, style, format 
· Projects: posters, presentations, pod casts, models (student choice in many cases)
· Active daily participation involving both listening and speaking
· Writing assignments 

Evaluation:

Report card marks will be made up of summative assessments, in the form of projects, assignments and presentations in a variety of formats.  Grades will be updated regularly on PowerSchool, and parents and students are encouraged to check regularly for grade accuracy and for assignment completion. Students will be provided with rubrics for written assignments and projects, and are encouraged to consult them during the completion process. 
Re-Writes:


Unless specifically requested by the teacher, there will be no ‘re-writes’ of evaluation material. Students are provided with adequate ‘practice time’ prior to evaluations, as well as the resources and time required to successfully complete each task. Assignments should be completed with due care, attention and 100% effort every time. If one doesn’t go well, it will become a learning experience, and students will then be in a position to change strategies on the next task.    
Homework:
· Homework will be daily work not completed in class and is due the following class
· It is the student’s responsibility to record all necessary information regarding homework

· Use agendas or devices (Notes or photos) to record homework assignments
· Digital copies of most handouts are available on the plone for printing at home 
· Students are to have 2 buddies in class to call for homework assistance
· Specific homework assignments will be found on the in-class homework board

· Plone: weekly outlines of classwork, due dates and upcoming assessments are found here

Late Assignments:

Assignments will be given a due date; students may be detained at lunch or after school to complete missing / late assignments. Planned absence? (Holiday) Hand in work early please!
 Student Expectations:
1. Be on time for class with all of your materials ready.
2. Complete all work to the best of your ability and hand it in on time.  

3. Catch up on any work missed when absent.  
4. Be an active participant in the class – ask questions, comment, answer questions.  

5. Challenge yourself to do your best.
6. Check your grades on Powerschool regularly to chart your progress and catch errors.
Parent Tips:

· Proofread written work if you wish, but have your student do the actual corrections
· Perfect spelling and grammar is not an expectation in Grade Seven or Grade Eight.
· Encourage home reading to broaden vocabulary and build fluency

· Reading is reading: comics, magazines, and how-to manuals are just as good as novels
· Ask your student to bring his / her binder home occasionally to assist with organization
· Not seeing homework? Have your student bring home texts / assignments and show you what he / she worked on that day. 
· Encourage regular review of day-to-day work when there is no homework.

· Check the plone for upcoming due dates and weekly outlines of course content

· Check Powerschool to see grades and missing work

· Any other questions? E-mail me: srowe@rockyview.ab.ca
