Bucket List Essay Outline

Opening Paragraph (1):

· Opening sentence: general statement about your topic.

* Eg: “There are over one hundred things I would like to accomplish before I die.”

* Eg: “I hope to live a very exciting life before I perish. To get started, I have three 
things I will do before school ends for the year in June.”

* Eg: “Many people sit around each day, accomplishing nothing worth noting, but I 
plan to be different. I have one hundred days to make three goals become reality.”

* Eg: “Before I die, there are over one hundred things I plan to accomplish. Because 
life is so short, I am going to get started right now.”

* Eg: “There are over one hundred things I wish to do before I die.”

* Eg:  “There are so many things I want to do before I die.”

* Eg:  “Before I die, there are so many things I want to do.”

* Eg:  “I don’t want to be that average person who spends everyday doing the same, 

boring routine. Get up, eat, go to school, eat again, shower, sleep. How dull. I’m going to be different. I’m going to get amazing things done before I die.”

· Topic sentence: 

* “Three goals I plan / will accomplish before school is finished at the end of June 
are: *****************, *****************, and ****************.”

* “I have always wanted to *******************, and I have a plan.”

* “********************* is something I have always wanted to do.”

* “I plan to *******************************, and to do that, I will need to also 
************************** and *********************.”

*“There are three goals I want to accomplish before the end of the school year in 

June.”

* “By the end of June, there three goals I will have accomplished.”

* “I will get my adventurous life started with three small goals.”

* “Of the many goals on my list, there are three that I want to accomplish by the end 

of the school year.”

* “There are over one hundred things I want to do during my life, so to get started, I 

have chosen three.”

· Transition: 

* Sentences that tell a little bit about your main goal and why you wish to accomplish it, or about your plan in general.  These sentences (or this sentence) will lead into your next paragraph.

Paragraph 2 (Body of Essay): Topic 1
· Talk about your first / big goal:

· what is it?

· Why do you want to do it?

· ALL of the steps you need to do to accomplish it 

· Deadlines (dates)

· Transition sentence that leads you into the next paragraph


“My big goal is to get a job at Tim Horton’s before the end of the school year. I want to have a job so that I can earn and save enough money to buy a pony. To get my job, I need to accomplish some of my smaller goals, including getting my social insurance number, and learning to write a resume. I also need to go and speak with a manager to find out how I go about applying for a job, and whether the Tim Horton’s near my house is actually hiring people at this time. Tomorrow, after school, I am going to go down to the restaurant, to speak to the manager. Hopefully, I will be able to pick up an application at the same time. If so, I will complete the application and return it, with my resume, early next week. Then I will have to wait a few days, before checking in with the manager again, to set up an interview. If all goes well, I could be working by the end of March.  

Or:

“I want to be able to stand on my head, without falling, by the end of the school year. I know this will take lots of strength, so I also want to be able to do one hundred push ups a day, and 75 crunches. I know it will take a lot of time and hard work, but I’m ready to get started.”

Bold: Transition sentence – it leads into the next paragraph.

Paragraph 3: Topic 2

“Because I need a social insurance number to work in Canada, I will need to get one before I can take the job at Tim Horton’s.”  etc.

Paragraph 4: Topic 3


“The last thing I need to do in order to apply for my new job is learn to write a resume, as I will need to hand one in with my job application.” 

Paragraph 5: Conclusion

· wrap up ALL of your information, and leave the subject feeling closed.

· Do NOT introduce ANY new ideas here, do not go and explore any new tangents (ie: pony)…. Finish the essay. (Do not put “The End” – the fact that there is no more text will tell your reader that you are done!)

“This will be a busy month ahead, but if I am able to stick to my plan, I will have my first job, and be able to check three things off of my list of life goals. Not only that, but by getting my job, I will be well on my way to accomplishing the next item on my list. I can’t wait to get started!” 

Or:

“There are many goals that I wish to accomplish in my life, and I can do them all if I start with these three. By getting my social insurance number, and learning to write a resume, I will have the tools I need to get my first job. After I have started my first job, I’ll be well on my way to earning money, and gaining the skills I need to accomplish the next goal on my list.”

