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Chapter Sixteen Study Questions

p.p. 134 – 139

1. Cole struggles physically with tasks that should be simple, why? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What news does Garvey break to Cole once they are back on the island? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What does Edwin do to the skiff that demonstrates a lack of trust for Cole? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4.What does Cole learn about trust? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Why is "the whole world a hotdog?" ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What are the words to the friendship song Garvey and Edwin were humming? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Describe how Garvey's meal was different from Cole's'. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. What did Edwin tell Cole to celebrate when Cole complained about nothing to celebrate about? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Chapter Seventeen Study Questions

p.p. 140 – 146

1. What kept Cole awake all night his first night back on the island? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What new experience did Edwin introduce Cole to at dawn? Why? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________3. Describe Edwin's demonstration for Cole with the stick. What lesson did he want Cole to learn? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What do happiness and anger have in common? They are both a _________________.
5. Cole told Edwin that his demonstration with the stick made more sense than all the weird things the counsellors and psychologists told him. Why did Edwin say that this was true? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Chapter Eighteen Study Questions

p.p. 147 – 157
1. When Garvey, Edwin and Cole were watching the whales, what did Edwin decide to  do that evening? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why wouldn't Garvey or Edwin help Cole build his new cabin? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What were some of Cole's responsibilities on the island to prepare for his banishment? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Who paid for all of the new supplies and cabin materials? How? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Why did Edwin insist that Cole do the whale dance? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What does each person do after his dance? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Why didn't Edwin have Cole dance an anger dance to release his anger,yet? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Cole wanted to skip a day of going to the water. When did Edwin say he could do that? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Describe what Edwin had Cole do to meet his ancestors and why he did it. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Once the rock is set down it becomes your _____________. Rolling it down the hill what was Cole to imagine? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Chapter Nineteen Study Questions

p.p. 158 – 166

1. Cole sighted an animal along the shoreline after he returned to camp, what was it? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. To honor the animal and learn from it Garvey announced that they would do what that evening? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What will be Cole's last chore before leaving the island? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What happens when Cole announces that he is hitting the sack for the night? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Garvey announced that he was finished on the island because there was not enough room for him and his ______________________.

6. When Cole apologized to Garvey and Edwin, what did they tell him? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Garvey and Edwin left Cole early and went to their tent. What did Cole do after they left? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. What did he learn? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. What did Cole do the next morning? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. What did he see at the end of the chapter as he was preparing to go back to camp? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. What do you think Cole learned in this chapter? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Chapter Twenty Study Questions

p.p. 167 – 176

1. What does Cole tell Edwin and Garvey he has learned when he returns to camp following his morning soak? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. On page 169, Cole was glowing with satisfaction, why do you think he was so satisfied? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Describe the evening meal he prepared for Edwin and Garvey. Why did he do this? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What dance does Cole choose to do? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Why do you think he chose to do this particular dance? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Describe what Cole learned in this chapter. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Chapter Twenty-One Study Questions

p.p. 177 – 184

1. Describe a day in Cole's life on the island. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. How did Cole get a log large enough for a totem? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What were his first thoughts about the log? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How did it make him feel when he was thinking about escape ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What did he do about it? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What reason does Edwin give Cole that he isn't seeing the Spirit Bear? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. What are totems? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Why can't Cole dance the dance of anger yet? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. In this chapter Cole learns not to lie to himself. Write a paragraph about a time when you lied to yourself, and you knew it. Cole chopped his potential canoe up to keep from acting on his lie - what did you do to protect yourself from your lie? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Chapter Twenty-Two Study Questions

p.p. 185 – 188

1. Cole works hard on his totem in this chapter. What does he carve first and why does he choose that particular animal? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why does he carve the wolf next? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What does he learn from the beaver? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What about Edwin's behavior troubles Cole when Edwin drops off supplies? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Why do you think Cole's rage keeps reappearing? What unwelcome emotions do you have that are difficult to overcome? Why? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Chapter Twenty-Three Study Questions

p.p. 189 – 194

1. Cole finally discovers the secret to becoming invisible, what is it? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Describe Cole's experience of becoming invisible. Did he get what he wanted from this experience? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How did he celebrate his ability to become invisible? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Which dance was Cole finally able to perform? Describe what happened during his dance. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. When Cole cried out "I'm Sorry!" which people do you believe he was apologizing to? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. He also came to a final point where he began to cry and cried loudly "I forgive you!" Who did he forgive? Why? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. What did Cole learn in this chapter? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Chapter Twenty-Four Study Questions

p.p. 195 – 205
1. Cole learned something very critical about anger - what is it? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What do you think he should carve to show that he learned to forgive? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What is it that Cole had to discover before he could heal his wounded heart and broken spirit? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What does Edwin reveal to Cole as the reason for Garvey and him to be helping Cole as much as they are? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Describe how Cole celebrated Christmas. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What word does Edwin bring Cole about Peter in February? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Why does Edwin believe Peter tried to take his own life? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Why is saying he was sorry not enough to help Peter? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. What solution does Cole come up with to help Peter? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. What would you chose to do to help him if you were in Cole's position? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Chapter Twenty-Five Study Questions

p.p. 206 – 214

1. How does Edwin respond to Cole's idea to bring Peter to the island? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why does Edwin tell Cole that he and Garvey are proud of him? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How long is Cole willing to stay on the island in order to help Peter? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What surprise does Edwin and Garvey bring Cole? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Describe how Edwin holds Cole accountable for everything. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What does Cole tell everyone about the island? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. When does he tell them was the turning point when he began to think about something besides himself? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Edwin forces Cole to tell the group why he hasn't carved the bottom of the totem yet. What does he tell them? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. How does Peter respond? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. How would you feel at this point if you were Cole? What would you do? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter Twenty-Six Study Questions

p.p. 215 – 225
1. Describe how Cole treated his guests the first night they were on the island. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Where does Edwin have Cole sleep? Why? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What are Cole's thoughts as he soaks in the pond the next day? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What is Peter's attitude about staying on the island with Cole? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Describe the incident between Mr. Driscal and Cole. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What information does Garvey bring Cole about his father? How does Cole react? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. How does Garvey want him to pay him back for his kindness? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. When Cole is frustrated that Peter doesn't seem to appreciate that he is going to this extra for him, what does Garvey remind him of? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Peter is confused about how to respond to Cole - he does some strange things. He is nasty and nice. What threatening things does he do? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. What kindness does he extend to Cole? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter Twenty-Seven Study Questions

p.p. 206 – 214

1. Describe Peter's behavior toward Cole. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What was the last straw for Cole? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How does Cole respond? What kindness does he show Peter? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Why did they dance the mouse dance? What did they learn? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What did Garvey tell Cole when Cole said that Peter would never forgive him? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. How does Cole explain to Peter why he threw away proof that he had been mauled by a white bear? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. What does Peter do to Cole's totem while he and Garvey are out looking for whales? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. How does Cole respond? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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Chapter Twenty-Eight Study Questions

p.p. 206 – 214

1. What does Peter propose for their morning soak? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Describe his treatment of Cole. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Why do you think he did this? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. How did Cole respond? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Describe what happens. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What did the boys carve together at the bottom of Cole's totem? Why? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. How would you describe life, as you know it? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. What do you believe is the most important lesson to be learned from "Touching Spirit Bear? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. On a clean sheet of paper write your five paragraph essay describing your totem. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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Vocabulary List
defiant (p.3) marked by defiance; boldly resisting 

skiff (p.3) - a flat-bottomed open boat of shallow draft, having a pointed bow and a                 square stern and propelled by oars, sail, or motor. 

at`oow (p.19) - a tradition of passing on a gift which cannot be owned - only cared for before passing it on to another person 

Circle Justice (p. 12) a form of justice designed to rehabilitate and heal youth rather than contain them in detention centers 

devil's club - ...a spiny deciduous shrub (Oplopanax horridus) of western North America, having wide palmate leaves, greenish-white flowers, and scarlet fruit clustered in umbels... often three to five feet tall, growing in cleared areas, and as ground cover.
barrage - bombard, pepper, shower; to direct a concentrated outpouring at something or someone... 

venomous – secreting, transmitting or full of venom; malicious, spiteful. 

sullenly (p.30) - showing a brooding ill humour or silent resentment; morose or sulky; gloomy or sombre in tone, color, behaviour; sluggish; slow; pouting. 

banishment (p. 31) – (N) to banish, exile, expatriate, deport. 

symbolizes (p.38) - to represent or identify by a symbol; to use symbols
obligations (p.38) – a social, legal, or moral requirement, such as a duty, contract, or promise that compels one to follow. 

dignity (p.44) – the quality or state of being worthy of esteem or respect; inherent nobility and worth; poise and self-respect; stateliness. 

isolate - to single out (person); to set or place apart; detach or separate so as to be alone. 

devoted - faithfulness and loyalty. 

taunted –  ridiculed; a scornful remark or tirade; a jeer. 

persistent -  insistently repetitive or continuous; persevering, unceasing.
scrounged - to steal; to borrow (a small amount or item) with no intention of repaying or returning it; to forage.
manipulated - to influence or manage shrewdly or deviously; to tamper... 

remote - the control of an activity, process, or machine from a distance, as by radioed instructions or coded signals; a device used to control an apparatus or machine... 

vanished (p.59) – disappear; to pass out of existence. 

boughs (p.60) - branches in a tree or bushy plants 
shrouded (p.60) - something that conceals, protects, or screens: under a shroud of fog. 

incessant (p. 63) - continuing without interruption; never stopping / ending. 

gluttonous (p. 68) - indulging in something, such as an activity, to excess; voracious. 

mauling (p.69) - being tackled 

bile (p. 72) - a bitter, alkaline, yellow or greenish liquid, secreted by the liver, that aids in absorption and digestion, esp. of fats; ill temper, peevishness.
haphazard ( p.75) - by chance; casually; without order or planning. 

detonated (p.77) - to explode or cause to explode. 

silhouetted (p.96) - shadowed 

bizarre (p.98) - far-fetched, unusual, strikingly odd in style or appearance; 
antibiotics (p.104) – chemical substances used in the prevention and treatment of infectious diseases. 

hobbled (p. 115) -  hampered; awkward, irregular or halting walk or gait; limp. 
diminished (p.126) - to become smaller or less; decrease.
sarcastically (p.129) - expressing or marked by sarcasm; ironic, caustic, satirical. 

savouring (p.139) – enjoying 
ancestry (p.183) – family origins, past relatives, descent or lineage. 
totem (p.183) - a natural object or an animate being, as an animal or bird, assumed as the emblem of a clan, family, or group.
ceremoniously ( p. 191) -  strictly observant of or devoted to ceremony, ritual, or etiquette. 

indifferently ( p. 229) - having no particular interest or concern; apathetic; no marked feeling for or against. 

massive (p. 238) - consisting of or making up a large mass; bulky, heavy, and solid: a massive piece of furniture; large or imposing. 

